THE BASIS OF THINKING
TOWARDS   A   NEW   WORLD

HAS THE INTELLECT A FUNCTION ?

BY WILFRED TROTTER
From  The Collected Papers of Wilfred Trotter

WILFRED TROTTER, who died in 1939, was one of the most
distinguished surgeons of his day in London. He was also a
clear and penetrating writer, whose collected essays are much
enjoyed by discriminating people today. His best-known
book is Instincts of the Herd in Peace and War. As a writer, he
follows a long tradition in his profession, for many doctors are
very able writers. He is also an outstanding example of a
current phase in English prose ; many of the best and most
exciting English essays today are written by scientists. He
was a great character, adored by his students for his ability as
a surgeon, for his odd sayings,* and most of all because he had
one of the finest minds of his generation. In this essay he
defends the use of the intellect ; and in these times all citizens
in democracy must defend the use of brains in all questions
affecting human society, or freedom will disappear.

THE things that come into the mind have a disarming air
of obviousness and certainty. But it must have been
known at a very early period that they are not to be taken
for what they seem without some corrective test of their
validity, and some other authentication than their own
charm.

In the age-long struggle with this problem no solution

has been found that has been able to make human reason

a universally applicable and generally trustworthy imple-

" lament.    Nevertheless  something  has   come  out  of the